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UNIVERSITY  OF  MALTA 
 

FACULTY OF ARTS 
 

Admissions Guidelines 
 

Undergraduate Courses leading to B.A., B.A. (Hons.) 
 
 

 
·  DEPARTMENTS AND AREAS OF STUDY 
 
The Faculty of Arts has eleven Departments: Arabic & Near Eastern Studies (N.E.S.), Classics and Archaeology, English, French, History, History of 
Art, Italian, International Relations, Maltese, Philosophy, Sociology.  The prospective applicant for B.A. can opt for any of these subjects, but he can 
register also for any of the following: Anthropology, Communication Studies, Contemporary Mediterranean Studies, Geography, German Studies, 
Hispanic Studies (Secondary), Linguistics, Music Studies, Psychology, Social Studies, Theatre Studies.   
 

First year B.A. students are to choose two of the above subjects as principal areas of study.  Students will choose whether to continue for a B.A. Hons 
degree or a B.A. degree at the end of their first year.  B.A. students should note that they can apply for M.A. only in a subject chosen as a principal 
area of study (provided that a Second Class Honours or better is obtained in that subject). 
 
 

In all, the Faculty of Arts offers the degrees B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D.  It also offers the M.A. Qualifying Programme, a preparatory 
course for students with B.A. or B.Ed. (Hons.).  Students reading for the degree of B.Ed. (Hons.) should sit the Final Examinations of the Faculty of 
Arts in one of their main subjects to be eligible to the M.A. Qualifying Programme. 
 
 
·  CAREERS ORIENTATION 
 
In choosing a course and definite areas of study, a student should be guided by personal inclinations, fields of excellence and aspirations towards a 
future career.  Undergraduate degree B.A. and B.A. (Hons.) offer various academic courses which are flexible enough either to enable the individual to 
carry on with postgraduate degrees (M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.), or to undertake additional professional training to fill a wide spectrum of careers.  Thus, for 
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example, a student who completes a 3-year B.A. or B.A. Hons course can follow a one-year full-time course in the Faculty of Education and obtain a 
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) enabling him/her to become a professional teacher in Private or State schools.  Holders of M.A., M.Phil. 
and/or Ph.D. qualify directly for the teaching profession, even at the Junior College and the University.   
 

Past experience has shown that B.A. and B.A.(Hons.) students, with, in certain cases, some additional professional qualifications, had the opportunity 
of filling any one of the jobs connected with the following areas: Broadcasting; Journalism; Librarianship; Archivistry; the Foreign Office; Civil 
Service; Ministerial Secretarial careers; Offshore Banking; Psychology; Public Relations; Personnel Management; Advertising; Banking; Insurance 
Secretarial careers; Civil Aviation; Political careers including M.P.’s; Public Records; Social Work; Social Administration; Labour Inspectors; 
Translators and Interpreters; Business and Trade Translators; Museum Curators; Police Officers; Military Officers; Musicians and Entertainers; Drama 
School Teachers; Script Writers; Proof Readers; Professional Tourist Guides; Tour Operators and Travel Agents. 
 
 
·  GUIDANCE AND ADVICE TO PROSPECTIVE B.A. STUDENTS 
 
Prospective B.A. students may obtain information, guidance and advice from Ms. Yvette James, the Faculty Officer, Mr. Edward Spiteri (Graduate 
Trainee) and Ms. Joan Buttigieg (Executive Officer).  The following are the Heads of Department/Coordinators for the Areas of Study offered by the 
Faculty of Arts: 
 

Anthropology: Dr Paul Clough 
Arabic: Prof Anthony Frendo 
Archaeology: Prof Anthony Bonanno 
History of Art: Prof Mario Buhagiar 
Classics: Prof Anthony Bonanno 
Communication Studies: Rev Prof Saviour Chircop 
Contemporary Mediterranean Studies: Dr Simon Mercieca 
English: Dr. Ivan Callus  
French: Chev Dr Carmen Depasquale 
Geography: Mr John Schembri 
German: Prof Mario Vassallo. 
Hispanic Studies: Dr Carmel Vassallo 
History: Prof Dominic Fenech 
International Relations  Prof Joseph Pirotta 
Italian: Prof Joseph Brincat 
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Linguistics: Dr. Marie Alexander 
Maltese: Prof  Manuel Mifsud 
Music Studies: Mro Dion Buhagiar 
Near Eastern Studies: Prof Anthony Frendo 
Philosophy: Prof Joe Friggieri 
Psychology: Dr Carmel Cefai  
Sociology: Prof. Joseph Troisi 
Social Studies: Prof. Joseph Troisi 
Theatre Studies: Dr Frank Camilleri 
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·  SHORT DESCRIPTION OF AREAS OF STUDY 
 
Before deciding to register for areas of study students are advised to read the information below. 
 
 
·  ANGLO-ITALIAN STUDIES 
 
ANGLO-ITALIAN STUDIES (Postgraduate courses:  M.A. ) 
 

Undergraduate students from the Faculty of Arts who had English and Italian as their principal areas of study may be accepted to read for M.A. 
Qualifying at the Institute of Anglo-Italian Studies.  The Institute was founded at the University to promote advanced study of Anglo-Italian Literary 
and Cultural relations.  It is mainly concerned with research in this interdisciplinary field, and it encourages collaboration at postgraduate level 
between scholars and members of other Universities. 
 

Prospective students may also register for the degree of M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. in this area, subject to their acceptance by the Faculty Board.  The 
Institute issues the Journal of Anglo-Italian Studies which is published annually. 
 
 
·  ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
ANTHROPOLOGY (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

Anthropology is the study of man both as a social and as a biological being.  It studies human beings in their totality, both in terms of their biological 
evolution, and in terms of their cultural variety and societal evolution.  What is distinctive about anthropology is how we study humans in society 
through a unique combination of theory and practice: how they think, how they organize themselves, their religions, their political and jural 
institutions, their economic systems, and their forms of family and kinship.  And we try to ask these questions of other societies also in order to more 
fully understand ourselves and our society, and the changes that are affecting our world.  Anthropologists try to answer the Socratic adage to ‘know 
thyself’ , and they do so through a detour of the study of other cultures.  To know (understand) yourself and the world you live in, you have to 
understand others and their mental, cultural and social worlds.  Studies in Anthropology offer the possibility for bright committed students to engage 
with the world and to understand it through a unique combination of theory and experience.  Anthropology thus aims to render the exotic familiar, and 
the familiar exotic.  After having studied anthropology, the world will (hopefully) not seem the same anymore, and you will be able to relate to the 
world (including your world), in new ways which should make you more flexible, adaptable, and able to understand the changing situations men and 
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women find themselves in from family to work.  The course in Anthropology is a broad one.  It addresses human societies in their comparative 
perspective, and the modern world we live in, including the third world, issues of development, gender identities, and the environment. 
 

Staff have conducted research in Cyprus, Greece, Tunisia, Malta, Nigeria, Australia, Holland, Sicily, and India.  Visiting Professors from the 
Universities of Cambridge and Durham in the UK also regularly give courses. 
 

Anthropology can be taken with any other subject offered by the Faculty of Arts, but not CMS.  Students who desire to continue studying the subject at 
a postgraduate level are encouraged to take it with French or German as a subsidiary, as postgraduate studies in these countries is inexpensive and 
possible as long as the student has a good grounding in that language. 
 

Whilst the study of anthropology requires commitment and hard work, it is intellectually stimulating and fun.  Why study a subject unless it does not 
stimulate you? 
 
 
·  ARABIC 
 
ARABIC (B.A., B.A.(Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The language study-units purport to bring students into direct contact with the languages concerned via training in grammar, general philology, and 
literary works in the original version.  On the other hand the civilization courses are aimed at providing the students with an overview of various 
cultural aspects – such as archaeology, history, religion, and literature – of Semitic and other Near Eastern societies.  Students are expected to boost the 
courses on civilization with a good amount of personal background reading, especially as far as the history of the region is concerned. 
 
The undergraduate degree programmes in Arabic (B.A. and B.A. Hons) consist of courses in Arabic language and literature as well as on Islamic 
history and civilization.  Students will be offered the opportunity to deal with various types of Arabic, including Classical Arabic and various Arabic 
dialects.  However, the main emphasis lies on Modern Standard Arabic, and students are expected to be proficient in this type of Arabic by the end of 
their course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
·  ARCHAEOLOGY 
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ARCHAEOLOGY (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The B.A. Archaeology Programme is intended to provide students with as broad a base for this discipline as possible.  The programme consists of a 
number of compulsory study-units, including an introductory unit  and a series of other study-units covering as much as possible  of  the chronological 
divisions of Mediterranean and Near Eastern Archaeology.  These are complemented by other study-units focusing on Maltese archaeology in the same 
periods.  Other study-units are concerned with aspects closely related to Archaeology, such as Principles of Conservation, Surveying, Archaeological 
Illustration and Scientific contributions to the discipline. 
 

 
·  HISTORY OF ART 
 
HISTORY OF ART (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The B.A. Art Programme is designed to introduce the student to the principles of Art History and Appreciation.  It is structured on a total of 80 study-
units in the B.A. course or 132 in the B.A. (Hons) course.  Most of the Programme deals with specific periods in the History of the Visual Arts.   A 
number of monographic units on the more important styles or artistic personalities are also included. Though primarily concerned with the linear 
development of Art History, the lectures also seek to examine such issues as the meaning and relevance of art, styles in art, good and bad taste, form 
and content, and the relationship between the artist and his medium. 
 
 
·  CLASSICS 
 
CLASSICS (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

Classics comprise the study of Latin and Greek languages and literatures.  It is open to students who either will have acquired pre-University 
certificates in Latin and/or Greek, or who may wish to start such studies. 
 
The Language part in Latin and Greek covers both the Grammar and the Syntax, and students are trained to translate both from and into the original.  
The literature part offers students a wide spectrum of Greek and Roman civilisations through different authors and genres, such as history, epic, novel 
and lyric. 
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The B.A. Hons Course offers special study-units for which students outside the Department can also opt due to their importance in relation to other 
subjects.  Such courses vary from epigraphy and mythology to epic and rhetoric.  Other interesting courses are available, for which one can consult the 
Classics Course Catalogue. 
 
Classics is also considered as a teaching subject.  Its need today is very much appreciated as it enriches other disciplines varying from languages to 
literatures, archaeology to history, theology, laws, sciences to medicine.  For this reason, various Departments have adopted a number of Classics 
options as part of their own syllabi.    
 
 
·  COMMUNICATION STUDIES 
 
COMMUNICATION STUDIES (B.A., M.A.) 
 

The Communication Studies Programme provides the student with a theoretical background to perceive the presence and impact of communication 
systems.  This knowledge is then applied to the analyses of specific communication issues both locally and overseas.  A mixture of principles, contexts 
and skills equip the student to become an informed decision maker and an active participant in the media environment. 
 

The Programme is based around six required study-units that give the student a generic overview of the study area.  The student can then choose from 
a number of courses in human communications (e.g. Interpersonal and small group communication, Oral communication and public speaking), 
journalism, (e.g. Interview, News Value and News Analysis), film (e.g. History of Film, Theory of Film), and Media (e.g. Media aesthetics, Ethical 
questions in Communication, Effects of mass communication on behaviour). 
 

During the second and third year of the Programme students are invited to participate in Communication-Aide placements and paid internships to 
enhance their experience, complement their theoretical orientation and test their job aptitudes. 
 

Audio and video production courses are also available. 
 
 
·  CONTEMPORARY MEDITERRANEAN STUDIES 
 
CONTEMPORARY MEDITERRANEAN STUDIES (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A.) 
 

Contemporary Mediterranean Studies is a multidisciplinary area study.  Area studies are a modern academic concept gaining increasing popularity not 
only in our University, but also in other universities overseas.  The idea is that the student acquires a comprehensive knowledge of a particular region 
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of the world through a multidisciplinary approach.  Besides developing a student who is conversant on a variety of conditions, problems and issues, 
this approach produces a versatile student skilled in a number of disciplines: Politics and International relations; Anthropology; Geography, and 
Economics.  An introductory study-unit is offered in each of these disciplines to provide background knowledge and to initiate the student in basic 
skills. 
 

It is appropriate that the University of Malta should give, as it does, due importance to Mediterranean Studies.  For a number of years Malta has aimed 
to promote internationally a greater awareness of the community of interest of Mediterranean countries, notably by supporting the Euro-Arab dialogue 
and initiatives for regional security.  Fast-moving developments in the European Community, the Balkans, the Middle East and North Africa make the 
Mediterranean particularly an intriguing region to study.  Students who aspire to careers in journalism, diplomacy, the public service, business and 
teaching may find Contemporary Mediterranean Studies particularly useful. 
 
 
·  ENGLISH 
 
ENGLISH (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A.) 
 

Undergraduate studies in English lead to the B.A. or the B.A. (Hons.), each representing a different level of understanding in literary and language 
skills. 
 

The Programme is designed to acquaint students with the full variety of English language and literature in the light of recent research, scholarship and 
criticism.  The student is trained to discern the balance between the various disciplines in language and literature. 
 

To register as a B.A. student in English a student must have obtained a Grade “C”  or better in English at Advanced Level. 
 

The course is divided into five major components: (a) Drama: early Tudor to modern and contemporary theatre; (b) Poetry: Middle English, 
Renaissance to contemporary; (c) Novel: Rise of the genre through to contemporary fiction; (d) Theories of Literature and Practical Criticism; and (e) 
Language: Phonetics, phonology, syntax, semantics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics. 
 
 
·  FRENCH 
 
FRENCH (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The B.A. French Programme covers two main areas of study: (a) literature; and (b) phonetics and linguistics.  It includes a limited number of study-
units on the French language as well as on French culture and civilization. 
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The literary component covers all the French literature from the Middle Ages down to modern times.  General topics are followed by lectures on 
specific authors.  Selected works of the more representative writers in each century are studied in depth.  In the phonetic and linguistic component, 
students are made aware of the internal functioning of the French language.  A language is not made simply of linear utterances but of structures not 
easily perceptible by the daily users.  Students are also trained during Language Laboratory sessions to articulate French phonetic sounds (in isolation 
and in combination) and to practice intonation. 
 

Tutorial sessions will be regularly held and these will be conducted in French.  Translation exercises are not excluded in this area. 
 
The French Department is also offering a limited number of study-units to students not specialising in French.  These units which cater for all levels 
(from complete beginners up to French for Special Purposes) are meant to train student in the French language and culture and consequently in French 
for special purposes.  These students whose main interest is not French at the University, come mainly from European Studies, Laws, Business Studies, 
Science Subjects, Pharmacy, Medicine and other disciplines. 
 

 
·  GEOGRAPHY 
 
GEOGRAPHY (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A.) 
 

The Geography programme of studies is of three years’  duration both in the case of B.A. and in the case of B.A. (Hons.) couse. 
 
 

The course offers introductory courses, global and regional geography and units aimed at integrating physical and human geography. 
 
At a later stage, from the second year onwards, the area of study is treated in greater detail with emphasis made on the systematic treatment of the 
subject.  This is done through study-units in physical geography, human geography and techniques in geography.  The versatility of the subject is seen 
through the sections on applied geography and a number of  multidisciplinary units. 
 

The academic component presents a number of topics from both the physical and human aspects.  Geography skills are catered for through courses in 
surveying, cartography, field practical sessions and laboratory work, and Geographic Information Systems.  The analytical and scientific investigation 
is examined through units in statistics and research methods.  Finally investigating the interrelationships and linkages between different disciplines is 
done through units in land use management and planning.  These will also help to consolidate the academic and technical experiences into one 
spatially-coherent whole where the man/environment paradigm is emphasised.  Most of the courses present examples and case studies over a wide 
range of spatial scales from the global through the regional (Mediterranean) to the local (Maltese Islands). 
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Students following this curriculum of studies are normally linked to on-going research programmes during the summer work phases.  This gives the 
opportunity to further their academic and technical experience gathered during the study periods through on-site studies and help the student to gather 
baseline data for the dissertation. 
 

A candidate having satisfied the entry requirements can follow the course.  Past experience has shown that students possessing ‘A’  Levels in either 
mathematics, the languages or in the pure, natural, applied or social sciences can follow geography successfully.  As an academic discipline it 
accommodates well with Anthropology, Archaeology, and History.   
 
 
·  GERMAN STUDIES 
 
GERMAN STUDIES (B.A.) 
 

Prospective students who qualify to join the B.A. Course and who posses Grade C at ‘A’  level in German are most welcome to German Studies.   
 
 

The Programme of Studies incorporates study-units dealing with the German Language as such, its various aspects of Literature, Modern and 
Contemporary History of Germany, Germanic Culture, Geography, Economy, Sociological Aspects, Modern Education, Phonetics, Phonology, 
Linguistics, Morphology, Syntax and Semantics. 
 

German Studies offers the B.A. student a  very interesting knowledge of German in its various aspects and opens to him good opportunities for a 
lifetime. 
 
 
·  HISPANIC STUDIES 
 
HISPANIC STUDIES (B.A.) 
 

Students qualified for entry may register for Hispanic Studies without having any previous knowledge of Spanish, although applicants with Certificates 
in Spanish are most welcome. 
 

The Hispanic Studies programme is designed to acquaint students with various aspects of Spanish Culture.  The Course will focus on language, 
literature with its various aspects of prose, verse, and drama, history, music and film. 
 

Half of the study-units, namely those relating to drama, history, art, music, film, Contemporary Spanish America, and Spanish ‘ab initio’  will not 
require a knowledge of Spanish. 
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·  HISTORY 
 
HISTORY (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The History Degree course is built up on an even balance between core study-units and a wide range of elective study-units on European, 
Mediterranean, Maltese and International History.  Elective study-units are generally of a monographic nature.  A special emphasis is laid both on the 
processes of change in structures, ideas and institutions within society and on the importance of evidence and analysis. 
 
The course aims to impart to students a thorough appreciation of contemporary issues and problems in Europe, the Mediterranean and Malta, by 
studying the historical processes that led to them. 
 
An important element in the course is the History Honours dissertation, which is a piece of guided original research.  A dissertation of usually about 
18,000 words (exclusive of notes, bibliography, and appendices) must be submitted in typescript by mid-March of the final year.  The topic is chosen 
by the student himself after consultation with his tutor, and is normally on some aspect of Maltese History.  The dissertation is an important exercise 
because it enables students to put into practice the historical techniques they have learned during the course. 
 
The course is taught through lectures, seminars and tutorials by full-time members of the Department, guest lecturers from other Departments, 
occasional lecturers and visiting academics.  History graduates are equipped for a wide range of jobs in such fields as the Civil Service, the Foreign 
Office, the teaching profession, the tourist industry, museums and libraries. 
 
 
·  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS   (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 
The International relations course is multidisciplinary. Its main components are theory of international relations, international politics and political 
history. It also comprises two smaller components namely, international economics and international history. It aims to provide students with the tools 
to understand and analyse the often complex and swift changing international scene. The course, which attracts a significant mix of local and foreign 
students, a number of who go on to post-graduate study, provides a stimulating mix of ideas with an international flavour that emerge consistently in 
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the discussions that take place. It is a stimulating and intellectually challenging course that is continually developing to mirror the changing needs of 
international relations students. 
 
A large number of past students have embarked on careers in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or with related government entities. The percentage of 
graduates who go on successfully, both locally and abroad, to post-graduate studies is significant.  
 
 
·  ITALIAN 
 
ITALIAN (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The B.A. Italian Programme covers four main areas of study: (a) Language; (b) Literature; (c) Linguistics and (d) Methodology.  The main objective of 
the Language study-units in Italian is to consolidate the knowledge of the orthographical, morphological, syntactic and lexical elements of the Italian 
language.  Literary, journalistic and technical texts are analysed and discussed for a better comprehension of the modern use of Italian.  The Literature 
component of the Programme consists of a chronological study of the main literary movements and outstanding authors from the origins to the 
twentieth century.  The first part of this component highlights the development of Literature in Italy from the first attempts in verse and prose down to 
the Humanists.  The second part outlines the main characteristics of the Renaissance period.  The third part focuses on Romanticism and Realism.  The 
Programme also includes study-units of a monographic nature, study-units on Dante’s Divina Commedia, and elective study-units on contemporary 
literature. 
 

The Linguistic component consists of a comprehensive study of the development of the Italian language in its diachronic and synchronic aspects from 
the origins in Vulgar Latin to the flowering of the literary language down to the present times, illustrating the particularly varied situation prevailing in 
Italy today (diglossia and bilingualism) due to the overlapping of the dialects, the standard language and regional Italian. 
 

The Methodological component is made up of a critical analysis of the principles underlying the teaching and learning of Italian as a foreign language 
study.  It examines the problems involved in terms of the nature of language and the limitations of the classroom situation.  It considers the attainable 
aims at various levels of study and the materials, techniques and practices by means of which a resolution of the problems may be sought. 
 

At the B.A. (Hons.) and M.A. (Qualifying) level the Programme offers courses in Italian Studies of a monographic nature, such as Anglo-Italian 
comparative studies, Italo-Maltese comparative studies, Modern Literary Criticism, Contemporary Italian Theatre, Language registers in Italy, Italian 
language and the major European languages, Dante’s minor works and his Paradiso, Humanism and the revival of classical antiquity in the fifteenth 
century. 
 
·  L INGUISTICS 
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L INGUISTICS (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A.) 
 

Students choosing to read Linguistics require only the general University and Faculty of Arts qualifications to join the course, which assumes no 
specialized background, but introduces the student to the field.  The Linguistics Programme is structured around two basic orientations, one having to 
do with the study and the description of language (and of different languages) for its own sake, the other going into the various applications of 
Linguistics to other areas of knowledge, such as sociolinguistics (the role of language in society), psycholinguistics, and the like. 
 

The Programme should be of special interest not only to those with broad cultural interests, but also to those intending to teach particular languages, as 
well as to those wanting to take up a career in communications.  A background in linguistics is also valuable to those interested in computer studies. 
 
 
·  MALTESE 
 
MALTESE (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

Students following the B.A. and the B.A. Hons courses must follow a number of compulsory study-units in literature and in linguistics over a period of 
three years together with a number of elective study-units.  The compulsory literature study-units comprise courses on the general history of Maltese 
Literature, the basic principles of literary criticism, the theory of literature, and monographic courses on Maltese authors. 
 
The Linguistic component of the course is structured along two main dimensions.  One traces broadly the historical development of Maltese from its 
antecedents, the other describes the language as a dynamic system of communication with reference to the way it is organized in speaker/hearer 
knowledge, and to its use in society. 
 
 
·  MUSIC STUDIES 
 
MUSIC STUDIES (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

Before being accepted for Music Studies, applicants should be successful in their performance during an audition chaired by the Head of Department.  
 

The Music Studies Programme’s main objective is to prepare music students for a professional career.  Students are offered fundamental training in 
Basic Musicianship, Keyboard Harmony, Orchestration, structured analysis and History of Music (Western and non-Western). 
 

The practical aspect of music includes performance on every medium, vocal ensemble (choir) and conducting. 
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Special courses in Schenkerian Analysis and Improvisation (tonal, modal and free) and Composition are offered.  One of the main courses deals with 
Mediterranean Music, from its early beginnings to modern times.  Students are taught how to transcribe folk music and ‘ improvisations’ .  
 

In the final year, students are presented with the latest developments of Western and non-Western music. 
 
One can major in either Musicology, Composition or Performance where specialised programmes are also available. 
 
 
·  NEAR EASTERN STUDIES 
 
NEAR EASTERN STUDIES (B.A., B.A. (Hons), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 
The language study-units purport to bring students into direct contact with the languages concerned via training in grammar, general philology, and 
literary works in the original version.  On the other hand the civilization courses are aimed at providing the students with an overview of various 
cultural aspects – such as archaeology, history, religion, and literature – of Semitic and other Near Eastern societies.  Students are expected to boost the 
courses on civilization with a good amount of personal background reading, especially as far as the history of the region is concerned. 
 
The undergraduate degree (B.A. and B.A. Hons) in Near Eastern Studies are based on a core component of Arabica and North-West Semitic (for 
example Classical Hebrew, Phoenician and Punic) together with archaeology and general cultural courses on the Near East (mainly the Ancient Near 
East), and the Islamic world.  The language courses in these degree programmes are shared mainly between Arabic and Hebrew: the former will be 
largely Modern Standard Arabic, whereas the latter will be mainly Classical Hebrew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
·  PHILOSOPHY 
 
PHILOSOPHY (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
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The story is told that whenever the Cambridge professor G.E. Moore was asked to define philosophy, he would answer by gesturing towards his 
bookshelves: “ It is what all these are about” .  It is just as difficult to give a definition of philosophy as it is to explain the nature of mathematics to 
someone who has no training in counting and calculation.  One way of starting is to follow Moore’s example.  Philosophy is the main subject of most 
of the writings of philosophers from Plato and Aristotle to Aquinas, from Descartes to Kant, from Hegel and Marx to Wittgenstein and Sartre.  You 
will learn what philosophy is by studying its history. 
 

Another way (of starting) is to mention some of the problems philosophers are typically concerned with.  For example: Am I free to choose and act or 
are my actions predetermined?  In what ways, if at all, am I different from my computer?  Am I the same person that I was yesterday?  Am I entitled to 
say that I know anything?  Are there standards of morality that apply to everybody and in all circumstances?  Should I ever break the law?  Can I prove 
that God exists?  What is truth?  Can there be empty space or eventless time?  Are aesthetic judgements objective or subjective? 
 

If you have on occasion asked yourself such questions, or others of the same ilk, then you might be tempted to join the Philosophy course.  You should 
not expect the members of the teaching staff of the Department to give you easy, ready-made solutions to such problems.  But they will encourage you 
to think about them systematically, to discuss them rigorously, to argue about them.  You might come to realize as you proceed that some problems are 
much more complex than you might have thought.  And you will also acquire (we hope) a certain knack at sorting out the mess, at separating the 
various strands and aspects of a problem at clarifying concepts, at bringing an issue sharply into focus. 
 

Philosophy, pursued as an academic discipline, is a tough but extremely rewarding affair.  A passionate concern for Truth is what you must have in 
order to start. 
 
 
·  PSYCHOLOGY 
 
PSYCHOLOGY (B.A.) 
 

The B.A. with Psychology as a Major Area Programme consists of a three-year full-time course and gives the students the opportunity to obtain a good  
background of psychological theory and its applications. 
 
Besides the core courses essential to a basic understanding of the discipline, such as Introduction to Psychology, Developmental Psychology, Group 
and Social Psychology and Experimental Psychology, the programme offers courses in Research Methods and Statistics in Psychology, in Personal 
Skills, Helping Skills and Sensitivity Training and in the various applied areas in Psychology, such as Clinical, Counselling, Organisational, Education 
and Health Psychology. 
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Prospective students will find it advantageous to have studied Biology, Philosophy and Statistics.  Further information may be obtained from the 
Department of Psychology at the Faculty of Education. 
 
 
·  SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 
The B.A. Degree in Social Studies is organised on a modular basis.  This degree allows for great flexibility and although it shares common areas with 
sociology, it is a generalist social studies award.  Its main thrust is in social policy and related areas, such as gerontology, leisure studies and gender 
studies.  It is designed to give the students the core elements of social theory and social policy.  Students opting for social studies at the Honours 
degree level will have to choose four other substantative areas. 
 
Social Studies graduates will be provided with a strong coverage on the major current social problems.  They will be equipped with a critical 
knowledge on institutions, social relations and social problems.  It gives students a broad range of opportunities for employment in the public service, 
social research, social services, quasi non-governmental organisations and teaching.  It provides also a firm foundation for post-graduate studies at 
both our and foreign Universities. 
 
 
·  SOCIOLOGY 
 
SOCIOLOGY (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.) 
 

The B.A. Degree in Sociology is organised on a modular basis.  It is designed to give the students the core elements of sociology, focusing on 
Sociological theory, research methods, social structure and social policy.  Students opting for sociology at the Honours level, will have to choose four 
other substantative areas, such as, social change and development, religion, politics, work and leisure. 
 
Sociology graduates will be provided with a strong coverage on the major current issues.  They will be equipped with a critical knowledge on social 
structures, social relations and sociological problems.  It gives students a broad range of opportunities for employment.  Hence sociology graduates are 
found in a number of fields: the public service, social research, social services, quasi non-governmental organisations, journalism, public relations and 
teaching.  It provides also a firm foundation for post-graduate studies at both our and foreign Universities. 
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·  THEATRE STUDIES 
 
THEATRE STUDIES (B.A., B.A. (Hons.), M.A. Qualifying, M.A., M.Phil.) 
 

This course of studies aims at giving students a comprehensive knowledge of theatre and drama as they have developed since early times, to explain 
the roots of theatre in religion and social structures, and to examine the relationship of drama with the associated arts of music and dance. 
 

The different theories of theatre will be examined, as well as its constituent elements, its universality, its contemporary manifestation and its varied 
applicability: in the school, in liturgical form, in therapy and in other related fields.  Students will be expected to be familiar with a number of key 
texts, but the main aim of the course will be to present theatre as living organism. 
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·  UNDERGRADUATE COURSE STRUCTURE COMMENCING IN OCTOBER 2006 
 
 YEAR I  YEAR I I  YEAR I I I  

BA HONS Main          Subsidiary      Options 
 
   26      +            26         +        8 
 

Main          Subsidiary      Options 
                     
   46      +     10 electives     +     4    
                    from Subsid. 
 

Main 
 

60*  

BA Main I            Main I I         Options 
 
   26      +            26         +        8 
 

Main I            Main I I         Options 
 
   26     +            26            +    8 
 

Main I            Main I I         Options 
 
   28      +            28         +        4 
 

*  which includes 24 credits which may be offered as follows: 
(a) 2 synoptic study-units assigned a total of 12 credits and a disser tation assigned a total of 12 credits; or  
(b) 4 synoptic study-units assigned a total of 24 credits. 

 
BA Hons Course Structure           
               Credits           
Main    132 (including 24 credits for  Disser tation and/or  Synoptic study-units)   
Subsidiary     36 (26 for  Year  I ; + 10 electives from Subsidiary for  Year  I I )       
Free Options     12 (8 for  Year  I ; + 4 for  Year I I )               
_______________________           
TOTAL    180 credits           
 
BA Course Structure            
        Credits            
Main I       80 (including 12 credits for  Synoptic study-units)     
Main I I      80 (including 12 credits for  Synoptic study-units)        
Free Options     20 (8 in each of Years I  and I I ; + 4 for  Year  I I I )      
_______________________           
TOTAL    180 credits 
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·  APPROVED COMBINATIONS OF AREAS OF STUDY – FACULTY OF ARTS – OCTOBER 2007 
 

GROUP 
A 

GROUP 
B 

GROUP 
C 

GROUP 
D 

GROUP 
E 

ARABIC ENGLISH # CLASSICS ANTHROPOLOGY  GERMAN STUDIES  # 
ARCHAEOLOGY HISPANIC STUDIES*6  C.M.S.   *3 COMMUNICATION 

STUDIES *5 
HISTORY # 

ITALIAN # MUSIC STUDIES # GEOGRAPHY FRENCH # 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 

NEAR EASTERN 
STUDIES 

SOCIAL STUDIES *1 INTERNATIONAL  
RELATIONS *4 

HISTORY OF ART  

PHILOSOPHY SOCIOLOGY *2 MALTESE # LINGUISTICS  
  THEATRE STUDIES   

 
 
·  Not more than ONE area of study may be chosen from any one group. 
·  Shaded areas of study do not have any special course requirements. 
·  #   Denotes ‘Special Course Requirement’ [Grade C or better at ‘A’ Level in the subject involved]. 
·  *1 Denotes ‘Special Course Requirement’ [Grade C or better at an Intermediate Level in either Economics, History, Philosophy or Sociology]. 
·  *2   Denotes ‘Special Course Requirement’ [Grade C or better at ‘A’ Level in either Economics, History, Philosophy or Sociology]. 
·  *3 Cannot be combined with Group D or Group E. 
·  *4   Denotes ‘Special Course Requirement’ [Grade C or better at ‘A’ Level in History]. 
·  *5   Denotes ‘Special Course Requirement’ [Pass or better at an Intermediate Level in English]. 
·  *6 Offered only as a subsidiary area. 
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·  L IST OF APPROVED AREAS OF STUDY – FACULTY OF ARTS – OCTOBER 2007                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

No  Area  of   Study  B.A. B.A. Hons M.A. Qual. Post-Graduate 
Diploma 

M.A. 
Research 

M.A. 
Taught 

M.Phil. Ph.D. Prerequisites 

1 American Studies Not on Offer in October 2007 
2 Anglo-Italian Studies      +     
3 Anthropology  + + +  +  + +  
4 Arabic  + + + #  +  + +  
5 Archaeology  + + +  +  + +  
6 Classics  + + +  +  + +  
7 Communication Studies  +    +    Pass, Intermediate English 
8 Comparative Religion Not on Offer in October 2007 
9 Contemporary Mediterranean Studies*1  + + +  +     
10 Contemporary Diplomacy     + +     
11 English  + + +  +     Grade C, ‘A’  Level 
12 French  + + +  +  + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level 
13 Geography   + + +       + (a)      +(b)    
14 German Studies  +        Grade C, ‘A’  Level 
15 Hispanic Studies  +          
16 History  + + +  +   +(d) + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level 
17 History of Art  + + +  +  + +  
18 History of Mediterranean Civilization  Not on Offer in October 2007 
19 International Relations   + + +  +  + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level in History 
20 Interpreting     + +     
21 Italian  + + +  +  + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level Matsec 
22 Linguistics  + + +  +     
23 Maltese  + + +  +  + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level 
24 Maltese Studies Not on Offer in October 2007 
25 Mediterranean Studies*2 Not on Offer in October 2007 
26 Music Studies  + +     + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level 
27 Near Eastern Studies  + + +  +  + +  
28 Philosophy  + + +  +      + (c) + +  
29 Psychology  +         
30 Renaissance Studies  Not on Offer in October 2007 
31 Social Studies  + + +  +  + + Grade C, Intermediate in either Economics, History, 

Philosophy or Sociology 
32 Sociology  + + +  +  + + Grade C, ‘A’  Level in either Economics, History, 

Philosophy or Sociology 
33 Theatre Studies  + + +  +  +   
34 Translation     + +     

 

*1 Cannot be combined with Group D or Group E. 
*2 Cannot be taken with H.M.C., History, and Anthropology. 

(a) Physical Geography: M.A. by Research.     (c) Contemporary European Philosophy: Taught M.A. 
(b) M.A. Geography of Cities (not on offer in Oct 2007) (d) European Masters in Med Historical Studies 
# On offer for students who obtained a B.A. General in 2002 or later. 

 

N.B. Areas of study are offered on condition that a sufficient number of applicants register  for  them.  The full set of possible combinations will be given on a separate sheet. 
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FACULTY OF ARTS BYE-LAWS 2005 
 

Legal Notice 11 of 2005 – Malta Government Gazette No. 17,712 – 25 January 2005 
 

EDUCATION ACT 
(CAP. 327) 

 

Bye-Laws of 2005 in terms of the 
General Regulations for  University Undergraduate Awards, 2004 

for  the Degrees of Bachelor  of Ar ts - B.A - and Bachelor  of Ar ts (Honours) - 
B.A. (Hons) - under  the auspices of the Faculty of Ar ts 

 

IN exercise of the powers conferred upon him by sections 30(5) and 31(6) of the Education Act (Cap. 327), the Chancellor of the University of 
Malta has promulgated the following bye-laws made by the Board of the Faculty of Arts in virtue of the powers conferred 
upon it by section 37 (1) of the said Act and which have been approved by the Senate of the University of Malta as required by section 37 (2) of the 
said Act: 
 

Citation and Interpretation 
 

1. (1) These bye-laws may be cited as the Bye-Laws of 2005 in terms of the General Regulations for University Undergraduate Awards, 2004 
for the Degrees of Bachelor of Arts - B.A. - and Bachelor of Arts (Honours) - B.A.(Hons) - under the auspices of the Faculty of Arts. 
 

(2) In these bye-laws, unless the context otherwise requires –  
 
“ the Board”  means the Board of the Faculty of Arts;  
 
“ the Course”  means the course programme leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts - B.A. - or to the degree of Bachelor of Arts (Honours) - 

B.A.(Hons) - as appropriate; 
 

“ the Degree”  means the degree of Bachelor of Arts - B.A. - or the degree of Bachelor of Arts (Honours) - B.A. (Hons) - as appropriate; and  
 
“ the Principal Regulations”  means the General Regulations for University Undergraduate Awards, 2004. 
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Applicability 
 

2. These bye-laws shall be applicable for courses commencing in October 2003 or later. 
 
Areas of Study 
 

3. (1) The degree of Bachelor of Arts (Honours) may be awarded in any one of the following areas of study: 
 

Anthropology, Arabic, Archaeology, Classics, Contemporary Mediterranean Studies, English, French, Geography, German Studies, History, History of 
Art, International Relations, Italian, Linguistics, Maltese, Music Studies, Near Eastern Studies, Philosophy, Social Studies, Sociology, Theatre Studies 
and any other area of study recommended by the Board and approved by Senate. 
 

(2) The degree of Bachelor of Arts may be awarded in any two areas of study from those listed in paragraph (1) of this bye-law and/or from: 
 
American Studies, Communication Studies, Comparative Religion, Economics, Greek, Hispanic Studies, Latin, Mediterranean Studies, Psychology 
and any other area of study recommended by the Board and approved by Senate. 
 

4. The areas of study offered in any particular year and the combinations that may and may not be chosen together shall be published by the 
Board before the commencement of each Course. 
 
Special Course Requirements for  Admission 
 

5. To be registered as regular students in the Course, applicants shall, apart from satisfying the general requirements for admission as specified 
in the Admission Regulations, be in possession of the following special course requirements: a pass at Grade C or better at Advanced Matriculation 
Level or equivalent in the subject, or as indicated in brackets: 
 
Economics, English, French, German Studies (German), History, International Relations (History), Italian, Maltese, Music Studies (Music); 
 
and as from 2005: 
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(a) Applicants opting to study Sociology either as a Main area of study or as a Subsidiary area of study must be in possession of a pass at Grade 
C or better at Advanced Matriculation Level or equivalent in one of the following four subjects: Sociology, Philosophy, Economics, History; and 

 
(b) Applicants opting to study Social Studies either as a Main area of study or as a Subsidiary area of study must be in possession of a pass at 

Grade C or better at Intermediate Matriculation Level or equivalent in one of the following four subjects: Sociology, Philosophy, Economics, History. 
 
Course Duration 
 

6. The Course shall extend over a period of three years of full-time study or five years of part-time study when the Course is offered on a part-
time basis. 
 
Course Programme 
 

7. Applicants shall be required to indicate their choice of areas of study at the time of applying for admission. 
 
8. At the end of the first year of the Course, students shall be required to choose between the B.A. (Hons) and the B.A. degrees. Students shall 

be allowed to proceed to the B.A. (Hons) degree if at the end of the first year of study they obtain a minimum average mark of 65% in the chosen area 
of study. 
 

9. The Board shall publish the Course Programme for the Degree and the Programme of Study for each area, as Main Honours, Main and/or as 
Subsidiary as applicable, at the commencement of each Course. Subject to changes that the Board may, with the approval of Senate, be constrained to 
make, students are bound to follow the study-units and obtain the credits as indicated in the Course Programme and in the Programmes of Study of the 
areas of study they are following for the Degree,  
 
Provided that Course Programmes and Programmes of Study are drawn up in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Principal Regulations. 
 

10. (1) The third year of the programmes of study of all areas of study for B.A. (Hons) students shall include either (a) synoptic study-units 
assigned a total of 12 credits and a dissertation assigned 12 credits, or (b) synoptic study-units to which a total of 24 credits are assigned. 
 

(2) The third year of the programmes of study of all areas of study for B.A. students shall include synoptic study-units to which a total of 12 
credits are assigned. 
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(3) Synoptic study-units shall be assessed by means of a Final Examination only and the dissertation shall be assessed by a viva voce 
examination. 
 

11. (1) Students in the B.A.(Hons) course shall be required to register and obtain credits for study-units to which a total of not less than 180 
credits are assigned, of which not less than 132 credits shall be in the area taken for Honours and not less than 36 credits shall be in the Subsidiary 
area. 

 
(2) Students in the B.A. course shall be required to register and obtain credits for study-units to which a total of not less than 180 credits are 

assigned, of which not less than 80 credits shall be obtained in each of the two Main areas of study. 
 
Classification of the Awards 
 

12. The Final Weighted Average Mark for the classification of the Degree shall be based on the results obtained in the three years of the 
Course, which shall be weighted as follows: 

 
First Year Average Mark      10% 
Second Year Average Mark      25% 
Third Year Average Mark of the synoptic 
and/or dissertation study-units     40% 
Third Year Average Mark of the other 36 credits   25%. 
 
 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Students are advised to consult the General Regulations for University Undergraduate Awards which may be viewed at : 
http://home.um.mt/registrar/registrar.html 
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·  FACULTY OF ARTS ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 
 

NAME DUTIES ROOM No. E-MAIL ADDRESS 
Tel: 2340+ Ext 
No.  

Ms Yvette James Faculty Officer 352 yvette.james@um.edu.mt 2340/ 3082 
Mr Edward Spiteri Graduate Trainee 352 edward.spiteri@um.edu.mt 2340/ 3082 

Ms Joan Buttigieg Executive Officer – Main Office, Postgraduate Diploma and 
Degree of Masters in Cont. Diplomacy 

352 joan.buttigieg@um.edu.mt 2340/ 3082 

Mr David Brincat Clerk - Main Office 315 david.brincat@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2337 

Ms Candida Abela Department of French; Department of Classics and Archaeology 315 
Archaeology Centre 

candida.gerada@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2337 
2046 

Ms Stephania Buttigieg Department of English, History of Art Unit, M.A.(Qual.) & M.A. 313 stephania.buttigieg@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2963 

Ms Romina Caruana Bond Department of Italian, Psychology for B.A. 313 romina.caruana-bond@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2309 

Ms Charlotte Cucciardi 
Main Office- Students Records, German Studies, Faculty Ethics 
Committee 308 charlotte.cucciardi@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2974 

Ms Annabelle Cutajar 
P.D.T.R.I (Postgraduate Diploma/Masters in Translation/ 
Interpreting) 247 annabelle.cutajar@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2295 

Ms Isabelle Fenech Department of Maltese, Department of Arabic and Near Eastern 
Studies, Communication Studies (for B.A) Linguistics (for B.A.) 
Certificate Course in Maltese Proof Reading, Diploma in Arabic. 

315 isabelle.fenech@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2337 

Ms Karen Ford Secretary to Dean, Faculty Board of Arts, Department of History 247 karen.ford@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2295 

Ms Daniela Galea Main Office- StudentsÁ Records 308 daniela.galea@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2975 

Ms Annelise Vassallo 
Department of International Relations , Anthropology, 
Geography, M.A. Geography of Cities, C.M.S. 301 annelise.vassallo@um.edu.mt 2340/ 3083 

Ms Iana Viacava Department of Philosophy, Department of Sociology and Social 
Studies 

301 iana.viacava@um.edu.mt 2340/ 3085 

Ms Doreen Zahra Main Office- StudentsÁRecords, Students© Request Committee 308 doreen.zahra@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2975 

Ms Mary Debattista Main Office 308  2340/ 2974 

Ms Anna Carabott 
Mediterranean Studies – Music Studies, Theatre Studies and 
Hispanic Studies.  219 anna.carabott@um.edu.mt 2340/ 2985 

 
 


