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The course aims to apply political concepts to an understanding of the dynamics of the 
EU’s political system. The course will begin by analysing the actors who participate in 
this political system, taken as given that students will already have a basic 
understanding of the EU institutions. Actors covered will include national coordination 
mechanisms, political parties and movements and a detailed look at interest groups. The 
credit will then move on to a look at how these actors interface with the EU institutions 
in the operation of the EU’s political system in terms of the three main branches of 
government, namely executive, legislative and judicial politics. The credit will end by 
looking at the EU effect on national political systems, namely Europeanization. 
 
The topics that are to be covered are the following: 
 

The EU as an example of governance, not government 
National level politics: national coordination mechanisms 
Political Movements at the National and EU Level 
National and European-level actors: interest types 
Interest Group Targets: regional, national and the European level 
EU level politics: executive politics 
EU level politics: legislative politics 
EU level politics: judicial politics 
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