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This course aims to give students a thorough understanding of the shifting decision-
making processes which can be found within the EU. Conservative estimates calculate
that there are at least twenty-five different decision-making mechanisms operating
across the EU’s various policies. This figure does not include the additional complication
of informal political dynamics which can further complicate and condition the official
decision-making mechanisms. This credit aims to show clearly this complexity by taking
some of the key EU policies, especially from within Pillar I, and analysing how decisions
are made and who conditions policy outcomes.

Each policy will be analysed in detail, starting with an overview of the actual policy and
what competence the EU has in that matter before moving on to look at the main
players within each policy sector, the relationship between actors and the role played by
institutions marginalised in certain sectors.

For this reason we have chosen an interesting set of policy areas. A key aim of the
course is to address policy areas not covered in other courses. We will start by looking at
the general policy process and the dynamics of policy making within the EU before
moving on to look at the EU’s policy process in agriculture and fisheries. Differences
between the two highlight the importance of DG structures and the importance of lobby
groups. We then move on to the budget as an interesting example of EP-Council
interaction. After the budget we will look at the EU’s external trade policy which gives an
interesting case of Member State control in an EC competence area. Our last few
lectures will cover Justice and Home Affairs (as an example of a Pillar I and Pillar III
policy area) and Economic and Monetary Union (as a policy area increasingly shifting
decisions back to the Member States). We will conclude by looking at the problems of
implementing policy. As the final stage in the policy making process, students must be
aware that, after the rhetoric and the commitments to introduce policy, an
implementation gap can often leave policy being ineffective.
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